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THE JEWISH CHRONICLE
CORRESPONDENCE.

i

JEWISH COLONISTS IN PALESTINE.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE “JEWISH CHRONICLE.”

Sin.—7 rcad with much interest the account given by your correspondent at
Haifa of the indigenous Jewish colonies in the vicinity of Bafed. Having lately
returned from a visit to the Holy Land, it may interest your readers lfgl give
them a few further particulars, gathered by wme, regarding two of these
colonies, viz., Mciron and Meimerom.

The estate of Meiron is situated adjucent to the tomb of Rebli Simncon ben
Johan, abont six mniles to the west of Safed. It was purchased about six yeare
ago by four Jewish families, who borrowed money st 12 per cent. to complete
the purchase. This presses heavily on them, and they were endeavouring tc
borrow £500 at a lower rate of interest to pay off this debt. About 2,003n5ive
trees grow on the land of which they are half owners, and their share of the oil
in a good year amounts to 5 kamtir, or sbout 5 cwt. Tacre is a good spring of
water on the estate, near which they have planted orchards of figs, pl and
limes. They possess eight yoke of oxen for ploughing, and they employ fella-
hin to till the ground, in addition to which four refugee Moghrabee Jewisk
families are occupied in gardening work. The owners of the property do not
work on it themsclves, but visit it during harvest time, and reside at Safed
during the remainder of the year. They have a few houses aud barns on the

tate. :
- The Meimerom colony was founded about eleven years ago by some of the
Scphardim Jews of Safed, who were desirous of tuking to agriculture as a mean:
of livelihood. For this purpose they bought an estate of 3,000 dulim, or aboul
680 acres, in the Hfileh Valley. They comumenced to build houses, and in digginj
the foundations they came across a stone with an inscription in the Targum

character, as follows :

- e—

T3 31 3 oM
This stone came into the possession of the Chacham Jacob Hai Obo whe
utilised it by making it into the foundation stone of the house he was building
at Safed. The colonists invested in » number of oxen for ploughing yurposes
but shortly afterwards a murrain occurred and they lost their cattle, in conse
quence of which they became bankrupt. A

The above instances will show that the idea of cultivating the soil is by n«
means a new one to the Jews of Safcd, and I can confirm what your corresponden
says regarding the desire of a large number of indigenous Jews to becom
agriculturists, if the capital were forthcoming to sturt them with a fair chamnce o
success. 1 am of opinion, however, thatthe carly attempts should be meade unde
European supervision, and the families should be carefully selected. - As regard
the aptitude of Jews for agricultural parsuits, no one, to my wiod, who has see
the J{oumanian colonies at Zyimmarin and Jiiuneh, can have two idcas on thi
matter. The pallid, stooping Jewish pedlar and tradesman of a few months bac
has been transformed into the bronzed, horny-handed, manly tiller of the soi
This is especially noticeable at the former place, and it did my heart good to s¢
the pride they took in their work and the zeal with which they performed it.

Yours obcdiently, ALBERT GOLDSMID.
Belfast, June 3rd, 1583, -
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Mr. Abbo, c'est donc au titre de I'action que votre famille a menée au cours de ces années écoulées,
du fait que vous méme aussi, vous mainteniez présente tres étroitement, trés fortement' dans cette
Galilee' dans cette région d'israel, la présence francaise, que mon prédécesseur a fait cette
proposition de vous décerner une décoration francaise, I'ordre national de mérite.

fait Chevalier A et c'est pour ca mr. Joseph Abbo qu'au nom du président de la république’ je vous

L'ordre National Du Mérite
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